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In This Issue
The University Library recently received the extraordinary gift of an Eliot Bible from a 
member of the Georgetown University Board of Directors. The first complete Bible to 
be printed in the Western Hemisphere in any language, the “Eliot Indian Bible,” as it was 
commonly known, was published in Cambridge, Massachusetts  under the title The Holy 
Bible Containing the Old Testament and the New. Translated into the Indian Language….. 

The missionary John Eliot was born in England in 1604, graduated from Jesus College, 
Cambridge in 1622, and emigrated to Boston in the Massachusetts Bay Colony in 1631. A 
Puritan minister, he earned the name “Apostle to the Indians” for his missionary work with 
the Native Americans in the area. He translated the Bible into the Massachusett language 
and published the New Testament in 1661 and the Old Testament in 1663. Because of 
England’s strict monopoly on Bible printing, an English-language translation of the Bible 
would not be printed in America until 1782, following the War for Independence.

Our copy has survived in its 17th-century binding: calf with gilt rules and decorative 
ornaments. The title page (above) bears the signature of a former owner, the German 
linguist Andreas Muller, who has also noted his hometown of Greifenhagen (now Gryfino, 
Poland). Muller’s library was later given to the Royal Gymnasium in Marienstatt, whose 
stamp can also be seen. The Eliot Bible forms a magnificent complement to the extensive 
holdings on Native American linguistics in the John Gilmary Shea collection, one of the 
cornerstones of Georgetown’s rare book collection. It is a book Shea would certainly have 
wanted to have in the collection.  

With the Bible the Library also received a copy of the March 17, 1790 Gazette of the United 
States, a newspaper containing the first printing of John Carroll’s “Address of the Roman 
Catholics to George Washington” and Washington’s response affirming religious liberty. 

John Eliot’s Bible
2 from the UNIVERSITY 

LIBRARIAN

3 HOYA DIGITIZATION

4 CLUB LAU

4 MARINO WORKSHOP

5 EVENTS

6 COMING SOON

7 IAQs

8 HEALY BUILDING PERMIT

Right: The title page of Eliot’s Bible; Left: the first page of the Book of John, in the Massachusett/Wampanoag 
language.



This Newsletter is issued four times a year.  
It is distributed to all Library Associates, 
members of ARL, the Georgetown 
University Board of Directors, Board of 
Regents, Board of Governors and selected 
others.

U N I V E R S I T Y  L I B R A R I A N

Artemis G. Kirk
E D I TO R

Stephanie Hughes
D E S I G N  E D I TO R

Maeve A. O’Connor
C O N T R I B U TO R S

John Buchtel
Lynn Conway
David Hagen
Stephanie Hughes
Artemis G. Kirk
Grace McKinney
Miriam Nickerson
Jennifer Ann Smith
Katherine Thomas

E D I TO R

202-687-7833
libraryassociates@georgetown.edu

B O O K  A N D  M A N U S C R I P T  D O N AT I O N S

John Buchtel
Head, Booth Family Center for Special Collections  
202-687-7475
jb593@georgetown.edu
A R T  D O N AT I O N S

LuLen Walker
Curator, University Art Collection
202-687-1469
llw@georgetown.edu
G I F T  O P P O R T U N I T I E S

Artemis G. Kirk
University Librarian
202-687-7425
agk3@georgetown.edu

Miriam Nickerson
Library Director of Development
202-687-2850
mn355@georgetown.edu

L IBRARY ASSOCIATES NEWSLETTER   |    FALL 2014

UNIVERSITY LIBRARIAN
F R O M  T H E

2

Printed on recycled paper

GEORGETOWN UNIVERSITY

LIBRARY

W h a t ’s  i n  a  N a m e ? 
Pa r t  2
Our last Newsletter asked 
Shakespeare’s somewhat 
rhetorical question in 
the context of named, or 
anonymous, gifts to the 
Library. We continue to 
welcome 
all gifts, 
named or 
unnamed! 
But the 
question has 
additional 
relevance 
to us now, 
thanks to an 
inaugural 
event in 
September, 
2014: 
Lauinger 
Library in London.

Developed from conversations 
over the past year with a 
number of Georgetown alumni 
residing in London, the 
Library event was envisioned 
as an intellectual or cultural 
“salon” for the U.K. The 
alliterative name, we reckoned, 
would have memorable appeal. 
The program would be literary 
to stimulate the “life of the 
mind” for attendees. The 
Library’s objective to support 
continuous learning for our 
alumni, parents and U.K. 

friends would be accomplished. 
The selected author would 
be the one who had spoken 
to all our new undergraduate 
students in D.C. for the 
Marino Family International 
Writers’ Academic Workshop 
this year, as well as on 

Georgetown’s Doha 
campus in Qatar 
for their Life of the 
Mind program.

So what’s the name 
of the 2014 author 
and what’s the name 
of the book? All Our 
Names is by prize-
winning author, 
MacArthur “genius 
grant” Fellow and 
Georgetown alumnus 
Dinaw Mengestu, 

C’00. (See a related article on 
page 4.)

As it was on both our 
campuses, Mengestu’s 
presentation at Lauinger 
Library in London was 
thought-provoking, genial 
and exciting. We could not 
have had a better speaker to 
inaugurate our program! He 
has set a very high standard 
to emulate next year. By 
inviting our campuses’ author 
to come to London, we 
create the opportunity for the 
Georgetown community there 

cont inued  on page  6
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A gift from a group of Hoya alumni 
will allow the Library to digitize 
another decade of The Hoya. 
The newspaper’s first decade of 
publication—the 1920s—is on track 
to be online 
and searchable 
by the summer 
of 2015. The 
gift was given 
in the name of 
Sergeant Stubby, 
the Boston 
terrier mix and 
decorated war 
hero who came 
to Georgetown 
with veteran 
turned law 
student J. Robert 
Conroy in 1922. 
Stubby served 
as mascot for 
Georgetown’s 
football team for 
several years.

The first issue of The Hoya appeared on 
January 14, 1920, under the editorship 
of Joseph R. Mickler, Jr. Student 
journalism at Georgetown can be 
traced as far back as 1824, with the 
appearance of a handwritten and hand-
copied publication titled Minerva. The 
Hoya, however, differed from previous 
student publications in its intent to be 
a comprehensive University newspaper, 
covering the professional schools (at 
that time, Law, Dental, Medical, and 
Foreign Service) as well as the College 

of Arts and Sciences. In its early years 
The Hoya, published once a week, 
focused mainly on internal campus 
affairs, promoted student organizations 
and school functions, and devoted a 

large part of its 
coverage to sports. 
The quality of 
reporting was such 
that in 1930 the 
paper received 
the highest rating 
given to a college 
weekly publication 
by the National 
Collegiate Press 
Association.

The newspapers, 
held in the 
Georgetown 
University 
Archives, will 
be digitized by 
undergraduate 

students, under the supervision of the 
Library’s Information Technology 
department.  They will join the decades 
already online (1960s and 1970s) 
in DigitalGeorgetown (go to library.
georgetown.edu/digitalgeorgetown 
and search “Hoya Archives.”)

The Library invites you to help digitize 
and preserve The Hoya. For $10,000 
you—as an individual or as part of a 
group—can sponsor the digitization of 
a decade of Hoya issues. Please contact 
Miriam Nickerson for more details at 
mn355@georgetown.edu.

THE HOYA ONLINE

The Hoya, Vol.1, No. 1
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Party at Club Lau
For the eighth year in a row the Library continued the tradition of welcoming both 
incoming and returning students with Club Lau! Held in Pierce Reading Room, this 
party in Lauinger is a great way for students to start off their year in the Library with 
snacks, colorful mood lighting and a DJ. Every year there is a line out the door, and 
this year was no exception with over 1700 attendees! Thanks to Georgetown Library 
Board member Pat Collins Sarnoff (P’98), The Joe Raposo Music Group and the 
Office of Student Affairs for their generous support of The Party at Club Lau.

All Our Names
2014 was the 20th year of the International Writers’ 
Academic Workshop, which introduce incoming 
students to Georgetown with a book written by a 
major international novelist. As part of New Student 
Orientation, the author of the selected text comes 
to campus to talk to the students about the book, 
followed by small discussion sections led by staff 
and faculty mentors in which students discuss their 
impressions of the book and author. The Workshop has 
been sponsored by Frederick Marino (SLL’ 68) and his 
family since 2008.

This year’s selection was Dinaw Mengestu’s (C’00) 
latest  alumnus and current faculty member in the 
English Department, Mengestu was able to include in 
his discussion his student experiences, as well as his insight into his novel and life as an author.

After speaking to students on Georgetown’s main campus, Mengestu continued on to the School of Foreign 
Service in Qatar for their Library’s Life of the Mind program, followed by a visit with Georgetown’s alumni 
and parent community in London, continuing the Marino Workshop’s purpose of introducing new members of 
Georgetown’s community to a global perspective.—JAS

Dinaw Mengestu, this year’s Marino Workshop author, signs one of his books for a 
student.
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L a  B e l l e  C r é o l e
On September 25 the Library Associates partnered with the Center for Latin 
American Studies to welcome Alina Garcìa-Lapuerta (F’86) back to Georgetown for 
a lecture on her new book, La Belle Créole: Rediscovering the Life of a Cuban-Born Star 
of 19th-Century Parisian Society. This biography follows the life of Mercedes Santa 

Cruz y Montalvo from her childhood in Havana to her 
youth in Spain, and on to her adulthood as a leading 
influence in 19th-century French society. 

Deeply researched in several countries and many 
libraries, García-Lapuerta’s book describes Mercedes’ 
life as woven in three strands—Havana, Spain and 
France. She asked the audience to consider the way 
in which these strands caused conflicting national 
connections and identities, held together by a woman 
with a deep sense of self and family. What emerges from Mercedes’ life story is a 
complex portrait of a fascinating woman who went on to sparkle in Parisian society 
by holding musical and literary salons, and who eventually joined the ranks of 
published writers herself.—GM
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M u s i c  a s  C u l t u r a l  M i s s i o n
On September 19 the Library Associates continued their annual partnership with the 
Department of Performing Arts to present the year’s first Friday Music Series concert. 
The program, entitled “Music as Cultural Mission,” took its inspiration from the book 
Music as Cultural Mission: Explorations of Jesuit Practices in Italy and North America, 
edited by two members of Georgetown’s faculty, Anthony DelDonna and Anna 
Harwell Celenza. 

The book includes mention of several music-related items from the Library’s Booth 
Family Center for Special Collections, some of which were performed during the 
concert. Many of these can be seen in an accompanying exhibition in the Kerbs Exhibit 
Area on the third floor of Lauinger Library and in the online version of the exhibition 
at library.georgetown.edu/exhibitions.

The concert featured several choral works, 
including the opening piece, “Con l’alto tuo 
potere,” performed by student vocalists. The 
conclusion of the event was a rousing rendition 
of “Blue and Gray”— music by Joseph 
Thomas Murphy, S.J., words by Leo P. Burke 
(C’20)—for which audience participation was 
encouraged. —GM

EVENTS
L I B R A R Y  A S S O C I AT E S
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Coming Soon
Some recent photos of construction of the Booth Family Center for 
Special Collections on the fifth floor of Lauinger Library show walls going 
up, wiring installed and corridors defined. The official opening of the 
Center is anticipated in Spring 2015. Photos by David Hagen.

Left to right: Dennis Lockhart, University Librarian Artemis 
G. Kirk and Peter J. Tanous.

to engage with our global campus in reading and discussing the 
same book.  If we ask ourselves again “What’s in a name?” we can 
derive multiple possibilities from Mengestu’s wonderful All Our 
Names.

We would especially like to thank Library Board member 
Anne-Marie Barcia de Leiva and London friends Lisa and 
Brian Garrison, Adelaida and Gunnar Palm and Mouna and 
Andrew Avramides, who helped support this first-time event. 
We are developing an initiative named “Founding Friends” that 
will provide the means to continue the program, and to extend 
the Library’s outreach and engagement for lifelong learning 
internationally. With luck and support, we will replicate Lauinger 
Library in London annually. Perhaps you will add all your names to 
the “Founding Friends” so that we can provide programs like this—
for generations to come.—AGK

What’s in a Name?, continued

You can help ensure that 
Georgetown’s libraries remain 
a vital resource for inquiry and 
discovery far into the future 
when you make a planned 
gift. By including the Library 
in your estate and financial 
plans, you can leave a legacy 
for generations to come, while 
meeting your own financial 
and personal objectives now.  
To learn more, please contact 
Miriam Nickerson with Library 
Advancement at mn355@
georgetown.edu, or the Office 
of Gift Planning at 
Stephen.Link@georgetown.edu 
or 800-347-8067.

YOUR BEQUEST CAN KEEP THE 
PROMISE OF DISCOVERY ALIVE.
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Infrequently Asked Questions
f r o m  t h e  d e s k  o f  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  A r c h i v i s t

Is it true that Georgetown University was once known for 
the purity of its water?

Yes. The University drew its water from a well in the Quadrangle 
until 1884, when a municipal water supply became available. A pump 
shed was built over the well, a version of which can still be seen in 
the Quadrangle today, and the water it produced was noted for its 
quality. The Baltimore Sun newspaper reported in 1879, for example, 
that “the famous pump” at Georgetown had the “best pure pump 
water in the District.”

The well and pump shed were positioned close to our first edifice, 
the South Building, which was razed in 1904. (Ryan Hall stands on 
this site today.) In our earliest years, students would begin each day 
by washing at the pump. During warmer months, they were required 
to rise and wash at 5 a.m.; in the winter, they could go later—at 5:30 
a.m! A long line of towels was hung between two locust trees in the 
Quadrangle to facilitate drying after ablutions were complete. The 
modern convenience of an indoor washroom was added in 1822, 
but for many years students continued to wash outside at the pump 
during warmer weather.

Was the first U.S. citizen to travel to Europe to enlist with the Allied Forces in World War I a 
Georgetown graduate?

Yes, it appears that Dennis Patrick Dowd, Jr., of Sea Cliff, Long Island, 
was the first American to leave his country to join the Allied forces in 
World War I. Dowd, who graduated from Georgetown’s College of Arts 
and Sciences in 1908 and held a Law degree from Columbia University, 
sailed for France in early August 1914, just six days after the war began. 
Upon arrival, he immediately joined the French Foreign Legion. He 
later transferred to the 170th Infantry of the French Army, before 
volunteering for the French Air Service and training as an aviator. On 
August 11, 1916, he was killed near Paris, while flying with the famous 
Lafayette Escadrille. His funeral was attended by American and French 
officials, and scores of aviators accompanied the cortège to St. Germain 
Cemetery in Paris.—LC

Dennis Patrick Dowd, Jr.

Pump and south west corner of Old North, as viewed from 
Maguire Hall, April 1874.

cor tège
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BUILDING PERMIT
LibraryAssociates

The Georgetown University Library Associates are 
a group of Georgetown alumni, parents and friends 
dedicated to helping the Library shape the creation 
of knowledge, conserve culture for posterity and 
transform learning and research. To learn more, 
contact us at 202-687-7446 or visit us at: 

library.georgetown.edu/associates

Did you miss one of our Library Associates events? 
You can find full-length videos online in the Digital 
Georgetown section of our website. Go to 
www.library.georgetown.edu/digital/lecture-hall.

See the 1877 building permit for Healy Hall and 224 
other images in the online exhibition “225 Images for 
225 Years of Georgetown University,” a celebration 
courtesy of the Georgetown University Archives. 
Visit library.georgetown.edu/exhibitions and click on 
“Online Exhibitions” to see this sampling of documents, 
photographs and objects from Georgetown’s long and 
storied history.


