
 Educational Opportunities 
 

 Graduate Degrees (Ph.D., Master’s, Joint, and Undergraduate) 
 Non-degree Programs 
 Visiting Researchers and Scholars 

 
 The Kennedy Institute offers an extensive menu of opportunities designed to meet the ethics education needs of undergraduate 
and graduate students, post-doctoral fellows, high school students and teachers, mid-career professionals, and others who wish to 
spend a day, a week, or longer with faculty from the Kennedy Institute. We offer a variety of degree and non-degree programs, 
intensive in-residence courses, off-site training programs, and numerous conferences and public lectures.  At the heart of the Kennedy 
Institute’s mission is a desire to collaborate with other departments, schools, and research centers within the University and beyond.  
 
 The instructional resources available to the Institute include a distinguished list of Faculty Affiliates who contribute to our 
graduate, post-doctoral and professional educational mission through participation in conferences, public lectures, dissertation 
mentoring, and a variety of other activities too numerous to mention. Our Faculty Affiliates are drawn from within the university 
community and across the Washington metropolitan area. The Law Center houses more academic lawyers engaged in health care law, 
policy and ethics than any other American law school. The Center for Clinical Bioethics, with its impressive faculty and clinical 
fellows, offers the one of the most comprehensive programs of medical ethics education available in any medical center. In addition, 
the Georgetown Public Policy Institute devotes a substantial proportion of its research efforts to issues of access to health care for 
uninsured and vulnerable populations. The Institute is thus situated within a University community that is home to the world’s largest 
constellation of scholars working in bioethics and other areas of applied ethics. In addition, the Institute’s extensive web of 
partnerships with the Center for Clinical Bioethics at the National Institutes of Health, the Bioethics at the Johns Hopkins University 
School of Public Health, and other individual scholars and centers in the metropolitan area offer students of bioethics at all stages of 
intellectual and professional development an unparalleled range of educational opportunities.   
 

Graduate Degrees in Bioethics  
 
 The Kennedy Institute works in close collaboration with the Georgetown Department of Philosophy to offer a variety of 
graduate degrees having a focus on bioethics. Many of the Institute’s core faculty hold joint appointments in Department of 
Philosophy and are actively involved in all aspects of undergraduate and graduate instruction, including student recruitment, 
dissertation mentoring, and job placement.  
 



 
 PhD in Bioethics 
 
 The department is a large and pluralistic department and is particularly well endowed in applied ethics and ethical theory and 
offers specialized concentrations in bioethics or the history and theory of ethics. We also cover every period in the history of 
philosophy; we have a sizable contingent in continental philosophy; and our faculty members are active in all the core areas of 
contemporary analytic philosophy including epistemology, metaphysics, ethics, logic, philosophy of language, philosophy of mind 
and philosophy of science. One of the special strengths of our Ph.D. program for students of bioethics is our commitment to ensuring 
that our graduates are not only well suited to enter the multi-disciplinary conversations of bioethics but are prepared to enter into those 
discussions as well trained professional philosophers.  
 
 MA in Bioethics 
 
 The MA program at Georgetown is primarily intended for students who already have advanced degrees in another field 
(typically Medicine, Nursing, or Law) and who intend to concentrate in applied ethics to broaden their career possibilities in that field. 
We do not encourage people to apply here for the MA in order to obtain jobs in philosophy or to prepare for PhD programs in 
philosophy. Applicants to this program should have a strong background in philosophy. GRE scores are required, and the submission 
of a writing sample and letters of recommendation from philosophers are strongly advised.  
 
 MD/PhD and MD/MA 
  
 Qualified candidates have the option of applying for one of our  joint degree programs leading to a medical degree and a 
graduate degree in bioethics. The combined program offers opportunities for financial support, a streamlined set of degree 
requirements, and an educational experience that draws upon the teaching resources of philosophy faculty housed in the Kennedy 
Institute and the Clinical Faculty of the Center for Clinical Bioethics.  
  
 

JD/PhD and JD/MA 
 
 Georgetown offers joint degrees in law and philosophy, with an opportunity to focus on the considerable expertise at the 
intersection of law, ethics and health policy as well as an opportunity to develop dual academic competencies in some other 
connection between law and philosophy such as jurisprudence. Among the resources available for those enrolled in the joint degree 



programs are faculty members in Law, Philosophy and the Kennedy Institute who themselves have both law degrees and doctorates in 
philosophy. 
 
 PhD/MPH 
 
 Students enrolled in the Georgetown Ph.D. program can apply for admission to a joint degree program leading to a Master of 
Public Health offered through a cooperative arrangement with the Johns Hopkins School of Public Health. The core curriculum 
provides grounding in the philosophical and historical basis of public health; the statistical basis of public health, including 
quantitative reasoning, quantitative problem-solving, computer applications, and demography; epidemiology; the environmental and 
biological basis of public health; social and behavioral aspects of public health; the theory of management of  health services; and 
public health practice. 
 

Non-Degree Programs 
 
 Greenwall Fellowship Program 
 
 The Greenwall Fellowship Program in Bioethics and Health Policy, jointly administered by Johns Hopkins and Georgetown 
Universities, provides an unparalleled opportunity for fellowship and faculty development training in bioethics and health policy. 
Greenwall Postgraduate Fellows commit to a two-year program of study and experiential learning tailored to their particular interests 
and backgrounds. The program includes: academic course work (that can lead to a masters in public health or philosophy); a year-long 
seminar in bioethics and health policy; a bimonthly colloquium series with presentations by leading policy makers and academics in 
the field; a “hands-on" summer internship at a government agency, Congressional health committee or private institution involved in 
health policy; supervised research of a quality and scope to produce at least one publishable manuscript; and teaching opportunities in 
law, medicine, philosophy or public health.  
 
 Intensive Bioethics Course 
 
 Since the early 1970s, the Kennedy Institute has offered this five-day bioethics course to the public at large.  The course has 
been carefully designed to address the most challenging and current topics in health care ethics.  It provides the opportunity for 
participants from different fields (typically, doctors, nurses, attorneys, and other health care academics and professionals) and 
disciplines to come together for a few days to explore the theoretical framework and practical issues of bioethics with a distinguished 
faculty from the Institute and others (NIH, other universities and bioethics centers). In a unique structure, lectures and panel 
discussions are paired with small group discussions, allowing detailed exploration of issues and personal interaction with faculty and 



other course participants.  The American Academy of Neurology has funded slots at this conference for neurology residents to attend 
the IBC and to be trained in ethics as a part of their residency requirements (CHECK THIS).  Sessions in past years have included a 
wide variety of topics: "Race, Gender, Justice and Reproductive Health Policy," "Respect for Autonomy," " Justice," "Cloning and 
Genetics," to name just a few offerings from the past year or two. The courses are truly intensive; with much of the intellectual 
interchange taking place over shared meals and in extra discussions organized around participant's special interests. While on campus, 
course participants enjoy full access to the National Reference Center for Bioethics Literature, the world's largest collection of 
bioethics resources. A committed staff of professional librarians is available to assist course participants with bibliographical searches 
for their research and provide training sessions for those interested in learning how to access bioethics databases and the burgeoning 
resources available on the Internet and World Wide Web.  
 
 Joint Bioethics Seminar 
 
 Co-sponsored by the Kennedy Institute of Ethics, the Department of Clinical Bioethics at the National Institutes of Health, and 
John Hopkins University, the Joint Bioethics Seminar offers a truly world-class seminar series on theoretical issues relevant to 
contemporary health care ethics.  Each semester, graduate students, postdoctoral fellows, and faculty from the three institutions join 
together bi-weekly to hear from top academic experts on a chosen topic. Lively discussion and dinner follow.  Past and future topics 
include Trust, Ethical Issues in International Research, Exploitation, Health Inequalities, and Issues in Well-Being, lead by such 
luminaries as Martha Nussbaum, David Velleman, Norman Daniels, Thomas Pogge, Tim Scanlon, and James Griffin. 
 
 The Executive Program in Bioethics and Biotechnology 
 
 The Executive Program in Bioethics and Biotechnology is a collaborative project funded by the Greenwall Foundation to 
develop a prototype course that can be used by biotechnology firms within their organizations to examine the complex bioethical 
issues faced by those who work in the biotechnology industry. The project involves faculty from the Johns Hopkins Bioethics 
Institute, the Georgetown University Kennedy Institute of Ethics, Georgetown University Law Center, and the University of Virginia 
Institute for Practical Ethics.  The expectation of the project is that the course will involve not only the leadership in the organization, 
but also others in mid-level positions in order to facilitate the on-going consideration of ethics throughout the organizational structure. 
Once created and tested in partnership with two biotechnology firms, the bioethics course and a related training manual will be offered 
as a  template that can be adapted and used by biotech firms around the world. Course materials will be made widely available at the 
completion of the project. 
 
National Cancer Institute Fellowship in Ethics and Public Health and Prevention 

 



The Institute offers opportunities for bioethics seminars and individual mentoring in association with National Cancer 
Institute’s Cancer Prevention Fellowship Program. The Program provides a specialty track in the ethics of public health and 
prevention. The structure of this track is identical to that of the parent program, including eligibility, stipends, benefits, application 
procedures, and evaluation. Public health ethics and the ethics of prevention are increasingly important concerns to scientists, health 
professionals, the public, and policymakers alike. Although linked to medical ethics and to bioethics, public health ethics has unique 
concerns that require careful consideration and scholarly research efforts. Few bioethics programs focus primarily upon public health 
ethics. The NCI program provides an opportunity to study ethical issues in cancer prevention research and related ethical issues that 
arise in the application of research findings in public health and clinical medical practice. 
 

Visiting Researchers 
 
 The Visiting Researchers Program was established to accommodate scholars who wish to be in residence at Georgetown for 
some part of the academic year and utilize the full range of research facilities available within the University. These include a 
University email address and a University identification card that authorizes lending privileges at the main university library and 
permits attendance at various University-sponsored events. The Visiting Researcher is our primary means for hosting the many 
scholars from around the world who visit each year. The program operates through an application process administered by the 
Graduate School.  
 
 

 Supported Projects   
 

The DNA Patent Database Project 
 
The Kennedy Institute has received pilot grants from the National Human Genome Research Institute and the Department of Energy to 
achieve three goals with respect to the patent database originally conceived by the Office of Technology Assessment that covered 
patents granted from 1989 through 1992 (later also 1993).  This database was an important part of a never-completed OTA research 
project on “The Human Genome Project and Patenting DNA Sequences.”   The first goal of our pilot project is to refine further the 
search algorithm currently being employed. The principal method to be used in this refinement effort will be to analyze patents listed 
by the companies but missed by the current algorithm, in an effort to identify additional search terms that should be included in the 
algorithm.  A second goal of the pilot project will be to add DNA-based patents from the years 2000 and 2001, using the new 
algorithm.  A third and final goal will be to publish a brief article in a widely-circulated scientific journal.  This article will describe 
the database, tell readers how to locate and search the database for themselves, summarize information about the number of U.S. 
DNA-based patents by year from 1980 to the time when the article is written, and provide a list of the government agencies and 



companies that hold the largest number of DNA-based patents.  In September 2002, we will begin a new 3-year grant from the Office 
of Biological and Environmental Research at the Department of Energy to develop and deploy the DNA patent database, building 
upon the pilot projects. 

 
 

High School Bioethics Curriculum Project 
 
 Funding from The Greenwall Foundation and the Office of the President of Georgetown University made possible a pilot 
program to assist and train teachers in ways to introduce bioethics within a high school curriculum. The Kennedy Institute of Ethics 
developed four curriculum units adaptable for use within a variety of standard high school courses. The Institute hosted two national 
Summer Bioethics Workshops during the first two years of the project, and a regional teachers’ workshop in the third year. The 
purpose of the workshops was to prepare teachers in the effective use of the bioethics curriculum units.  If you are interested in 
incorporating bioethics into your classroom, we encourage you to contact the High School Bioethics Curriculum Project for more 
information. 
 

Carnegie-Georgetown Forum on Ethics and International Affairs 
 

The Forum is a joint initiative of Georgetown University and the Carnegie Council on Ethics and International Affairs to 
develop a community of discourse on the ethical and moral questions inherent in international policy making. The Georgetown 
partners include the Kennedy Institute, the William V. and Madge L. O’Brien Fund, and the Georgetown School of Foreign Service. 
The Forum provides an opportunity for discussion among scholars and practitioners in the Washington policy community on emerging 
issues in our rapidly changing world. Activities include public lectures and more intimate settings for discussion of issues such as the 
moral justification for the use of force, the changing nature of conflict, and the moral imperatives of justice and reconciliation.  The 
opening speaker for this series was General Henry Shelton, USA Retired, former Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff. 

 
Annual Conference on Laboratory Animal Experimentation 
   
 Since 1993, the Institute has sponsored an annual conference on the ethical issues of laboratory animal experimentation. The 
conferences have been coordinated by Kennedy Institute Faculty Affiliates and have been co-sponsored by the Center for Animal 
Welfare, The University of California, Davis, and the Office for Protection from Research Risks, National Institutes of Health. 

  
The Panaphil Foundation and Kinnoul Fund  



 
 These two foundations have been generous supporters of the Institute and the work of our faculty affiliate, F. Barbara Orlans, 
Ph.D., in her work to promote ethics in animal research.  Dr. Orlans is the author of  In the Name of Science:  Issues in Responsible 
Animal Experimentation. 

 
Asian Bioethics 
 
 The Asian Bioethics Program, formerly under the direction of Professor Rihito Kimura who has returned to Japan, continues to 
serve as a resource and reference on issues relating to ethics and values caused by the impact of scientific, 
technological, and biomedical development in Asian countries. It has been organizing U.S.-Japan 
Bioethics Conferences since 1985 focusing on cross-cultural aspects of biomedical ethics and 
business ethics as a joint project with Waseda University's Center for Human Sciences in Tokyo. Institute members are typically 
invited to present at world conferences, the most recent being "Human Rights as an Instrument for Bioethics.”  The Asian Bioethics 
Program collaborated with the European Program in Professional Ethics in a study of Advance Directives and Surrogate Decision 
Making in Health Care, a study of advance directives in Japan, Germany, and the United States.  
 
 

 Endowed and Other Lecture Events  
 
The Brennan Lecture 
 
 This endowed lecture series, established with gifts from the Joseph Brennan family and the law firm of Sutherland, Asbill and 
Brennan, honors a three-generation relationship between the Brennans and Georgetown University. Well-known academics from a 
variety of disciplines and reflective practitioners from law, medicine, science, and public service offer public lectures to members of 
the Georgetown University and the Washington community. Francis S. Collins, MD, PhD, and director of the National Human 
Genome Research Institute at the NIH was a recent speaker.  The lectures provide an opportunity to explore the relationship between 
ethics and leadership and to emphasize the central importance of moral values in business and the professions and the development of 
public policy. 
 

The Isaac Franck Lecture 
 



 Occurring annually in conjunction with the Intensive Bioethics Course, this important lecture series occurs annually.  A 
prominent Jewish scholar is invited to present a public lecture that relates to bioethics and the Jewish perspective.  The lecture is 
presented in honor of Dr. Isaac Franck who was a Senior Research Scholar at the KIE from 1979 until his death in 1985.  He turned 
the Jewish Community Council of Greater Washington into an influential forum on local, national, and international questions during 
the 25 years that he served as its Executive Vice President.   
 

The André Hellegers Lecture 
 
 Presented annually at the Member’s Day Symposium, this lecture is dedicated to the memory of André Hellegers, M.D., 
founding Director of the Joseph P. and Rose F. Kennedy Institute of Ethics at Georgetown.  Dr. Hellegers was also Professor of OB-
GYN and Professor of Physiology and Biophysics at Georgetown University Hospital.  His hope for the newly founded Institute was 
that it would link scientific progress with religious belief, and would foster uninhibited moral debate in an effective way that would 
reflect a commitment to disadvantaged humans and the powerless.  Dr. Hellegers was instrumental in developing the field of bioethics 
on an international basis. 

 
The Edmund Pellegrino Lecture 
 
 This lecture is presented every other year, usually in conjunction with the Intensive Bioethics Course.  It was established to 
honor Dr. Edmund Pellegrino, John Carroll Professor of Medicine and Medical Ethics, former Director, Center for Clinical Bioethics, 
Georgetown University Medical Center, and former Director of the Kennedy Institute of Ethics.  Dr. Pellegrino is the author, coauthor, 
or editor of seventeen books, including  Humanism and the Physician; and, with David C. Thomasma, Ph.D., a Philosophical Basis of 
Medical Practice, for the Patient's Good, the Virtues in Medical Practice,  the Christian Virtues in Medical Practice, and Helping and 
Healing. Founding editor of Journal of Medicine and Philosophy.  He is the author of over 500 publications -- editorial contributions, 
articles and reviews in scientific research, medical education and philosophy and serves as member of 8 editorial boards.   
 

Off-Site Lectures and Consultations 
 
 The scholars and affiliated faculty lecture and serve as consultants in the United States and abroad where they participate in 
conferences, seminars, symposia, and special programs. Many have served on government commissions or committees and have 
testified at congressional hearings on the ethics involved in topics such as gene therapy, organ transplantation, human 
experimentation, or animal research. Arrangements can be made for individual scholars or groups of Institute faculty to present 
lectures or conduct a variety of instructional programs in institutional settings beyond Georgetown’s campus. 
 



 
 

 
Service to Government and Community  

 
All the Institute Scholars and Faculty Affiliates are active as 
consultants, volunteers, public speakers, symposium panelists, and 
authors of commissioned policy position papers for a host of national 
and international agencies and organizations.  To name just a few of 
our collective, current federal and community appointments: 
 
The Recombinant DNA Advisory Committee (RAC) at the National 

Institutes of Health.  
 
Washington Regional Transplant Consortium 
 
Data Safety and Monitoring Board, National Institute of Child Health 

CHIME Study  
 
Data Safety and Monitoring Committee, National Eye Institute, 

Age-Related Eye Disease Study  
 
Hospice Care of Washington 
 


