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The Library will be immeasurably enriched by the gift of Professor Paul F. Betz’s 
spectacular collection of books, manuscripts, and art relating to William Wordsworth, 
associated writers of the British Romantic Period, and other figures in English literary 
history. This collection, to be given over time, provides an unprecedented resource for 
scholars of the British Romantic Period and beyond.

Georgetown Professor Emeritus Paul F. Betz, after receiving his Ph.D. from Cornell 
University in 1965, taught in the Department of English until 2007 and remains active as 
a Wordsworth scholar and in University affairs. The Betz collection of Wordsworth and 
the early Romantics served as a basis for the definitive Bibliography of William Wordsworth 
(Cambridge 2013), in which scholar Mark L. Reed remarks that Betz’s “achievement [as 
a collector is] unmatched of its kind in our time.” It is one of the finest collections for its 
period and subject in the world in private hands.

The inaugural installment of Betz’s gift includes a sampling of the treasures in the full 
collection: Wordsworth first editions, books from the libraries of Wordsworth and his 
friend Robert Southey, a collection of manuscripts by 57 lesser-known 19th-century 
British poets, a run of The European Magazine that includes Wordsworth’s first published 
poem (1787, attributed to “AXIOLOGUS”—“Wordsworth” in Greek), a special copy (one 
of only ten) of William Knight’s edition of Wordsworth’s Poetical Works, and many others.
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First volume (of eleven) of William Wordsworth, The Poetical Works, edited by William Knight, limited to 10 sets of 
which this is number 9. From the Paul F. Betz Wordsworth and English Literature Collection.
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Tr a n s p a r e n c y
A library is at its best when its services, resources and expertise 
are open and transparent. The open stacks system of access to 
shelved materials has been a hallmark of American libraries 
for many generations. Today, the open access movement in 
publishing seeks to make more information unfettered and 
transparent to the world. The information a catalog displays 
opens new approaches for scholars’  thinking about historic 
works.  Aided by collaborations with technology and consortial 
partners, libraries facilitate text- and data-mining of resources 
formerly locked behind firewalls.  

Much of the work 
underpinning such 
wonderful offerings 
is hidden to our 
constituents, but staff 
specialists devote their 
expertise to providing 
the best access to the 
best resources. When you 
read an e-book or view 
a digitized page from 
a rare manuscript, you 
will not know the time, 
talent and treasure that have been expended in order to make 
your access seamless. Our work may not be transparent, but our 
exposure of our resources is.

Many of us believe that in the digital era, it is libraries’ special 
collections—books, media, data sources, more—that will 
distinguish our institutions in the future. But for too long a 
time, too many of those collections have been anything but 
transparent. Sometimes arcane retrieval systems or restrictive 
policies would frustrate researchers; and though there are always 
justifiable reasons to protect our collections, keeping them 
“hidden” diminishes scholarship and prevents the joy of discovery 
for students.  

We take enormous pleasure in opening the new Booth Family 
Center for Special Collections.  Through commemorative 
plaques, we will display our appreciation to the donors 
whose philanthropy made the Center possible. Through our 
partnerships with faculty, we will expose students to the wonders 
of the past and encourage them to create products of the future. 
And through our walls of glass—designed and completed by our 
architectural, facilities planning and construction teams—we 
will, visually and symbolically, make the riches of Georgetown’s 
cultural patrimony open and transparent to all. —AGK

Reception area of the Booth Family Center for Special 
Collections, close to completion.
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r e t h i n k ,  r e a s s e s s ,  r e i m a g i n e
The new Booth Family Center for Special Collections will be an inspiration to 
the Georgetown community. It also inspires the Library staff to rethink, reassess, 
and reimagine what more can be done for our beloved Lauinger Library. For well 
over a year, our Space Task Force has worked diligently to assess the 21st-century 
functionality of our 20th-century areas, and to imagine new possibilities.  

We have written in this Newsletter about our spectacular long-range Master Plan 
for the expansion of the Lauinger Library building space [see for instance Issue 
#94]. But as we “Focus on the Finish” of the Campaign for Georgetown, we 
envision interim projects that will enhance study and collaboration spaces for all 
those Georgetown students who will matriculate and graduate between now and 
the time when that Master Plan comes to fruition, as well as for the million users 
who walk through Lauinger Library’s doors each year. We owe it to all of them to 
consider new ways to use our existing space. 

Hundreds of members of the GU community have given their assistance to our 
Space Task Force by responding thoughtfully to our questionnaire and providing 
us with their thoughts on current space and how it meets their current needs. We 
also have a great and gifted Georgetown University Library Board, whose “time, 
talent and treasure”—a phrase we use appreciatively and often—are so vital to us 
as we plan ahead. Recent generous gifts from David J. Walsh (C’58) and Lynn 
Callagy will be set aside to enhance space.  We are leveraging those gifts with 
the talent of architect Ted Szostkowski, who is working with us to imagine a 
refreshment of our third floor areas.  

The Booth Family Center for Special Collections will provide an inspirational 
home for the extraordinary gift of the collection of GULB member and Professor 
Emeritus Paul F. Betz (see cover story) and the wonderful photography collection 
of GULB member Jeffrey S. Perry (C’82, P’2015) (see the story in Issue 109 
of this Newsletter). We look forward to creating additional inspirational spaces 
within Lauinger Library. What we may have thought about and assessed every 
year, especially in our annual plan, can be imagined for the future thanks to 
the dedication and expertise of our Library staff; the advice of our students, 
faculty and the staff of Georgetown University at large; and the philanthropy 
of our donors. Physical and virtual, print and digital, present and future—we 
rethink, reassess and reimagine, and we are empowered to do so because of your 
support.—AGK

Campaign for the Library
        f o c u s  o n  t h e  f i n i s h

The Georgetown 
University 

Library Board
Mr. Joseph E. atencio

Gen. Jack Emerson Babcock 
Ms. anne-Marie Barcia de Leiva 

Dr. Paul F. Betz 
Ms. Lynn Callagy 

Hon. Timothy a. Chorba, Sr.
Ms. Dreux Dubin Claiden 

Ms. Pat Collins 
Ms. angela Dinger 

Mr. Thomas John Fisher, Jr.
Mr. Michael Gibbons 

Mr. Herbert W. Gstalder 
Mr. Richard Hanley 
Mr. Thomas Healey 

Mr. Michael Heffernan 
Mr. Joseph E. Jeffs 

Mrs. Elizabeth Kennedy
Mr. E. anthony Kerbs 
Mr. Philip Lauinger, Jr.
Dr. Susan K. Martin 

Mr. Robert Mendelsohn 
Mr. Christopher Meyering 
Mr. Richard C. Morrissey

Mr. Neil Moynihan 
Mrs. Regan Orillac 

Mr. Philip a. Paddack
Mr. Jeffrey R. Perry 

Mr. William a. Petzold, III
Mr. Bernard Joseph Picchi 
Mrs. Catherine Richardson 

Hon. Selwa Roosevelt 
Mr. Theodore Szostkowski  

Mr. Peter J. Tanous 
Ms. adrienne Villani 
Mr. David J. Walsh 
Ms. Elizabeth Wood



L IBRARY ASSOCIATES NEWSLETTER   |WINTER 2014-15 4

Campaign for the Library        F o c u s  o n  t h e  F i n i s h  

N a m i n g  o p p o r u n i t i e s 
At Georgetown, the quest for knowledge, learning and discovery begins at Lauinger Library. Recognizing 
that the strength of a university is tied directly to the strength of its library, Georgetown has included 
Lauinger Library as a component of its Capital Campaign: For Generations to Come. Since the campaign 
began, the Library has raised just over $16M from an extraordinary community of supporters toward its 
ambitious goal of $25M.

As we move toward the close of the Campaign in July 2016, the Library will Focus on the Finish, 
endeavoring to raise $9M more to meet its goal. We hope that some of the programs and projects listed 
below, in the Library’s priority areas,will inspire your participation. We are happy to work with you to create 
a giving opportunity that has meaning for you and your family and which, at the same time, will help build a 
world-class Library for Georgetown. 

Begin a giving conversation today. A world-class university deserves a world-class library. You can help. 
Contact Miriam Nickerson, Director of Development, mn355@georgetown.edu.—MN

P e o p l e  a n d  P r o g r a m s
Invest in Leadership: Attract and retain the best talent to guide and 
direct our emerging scholars
 Endow and Name the University Librarian’s Position
 Endow and Name Librarian Specialists 
 Endow a Program for Outreach and Community Engagement

C o l l e c t i o n s
Invest in Library Resources: Support Collections that Attract a World-Class Faculty 
and Ignite Discovery in Students
 Endow and Name a Current Use or Special Collection
 Endow and Name a Fund for Preservation
 Endow and Name a Fund for Multimedia and Digital Resources

I n n o va t i o n  a n d  I n v e n t i o n
Invest in the Future: Create a technology-rich library for the 21st century
 Endow and Name the “Center Court Studio” in the  New Media Center
 Endow and Name a Fund for Innovation in Technology
 Endow and Name a 3D Production Laboratory

S p a c e s
Invest in the Learning Environment: Revitalize Library Spaces for 
the 21st Century 
 Re-imagine the Library Entryway and Third Floor
 Name a New Research Commons
 Create a Video and Visualization Workplace
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The Gift of a Life’s Work, continued
Other highlights of the Betz collection, slated to be given to Georgetown in future installments over the next several years, 
include: the rare first edition of Lyrical Ballads (London issue, 1798), one of the first major works of the British Romantic 
era; the second edition of Lyrical Ballads, whose preface set forth Wordsworth’s manifesto for Romantic poetry; first and 
early editions of the rest of Wordsworth’s works, many of them presentation or association copies; a large number of books 
from Wordsworth’s,  Southey’s, and Samuel Taylor Coleridge’s libraries (many of them annotated by their owners); a 
substantial number of letters and manuscripts by or relating to Wordsworth and by a wide array of his contemporaries; and 
associated prints and drawings.

In addition to his gift of the books and manuscripts themselves, Betz has generously funded an endowment to support the 
collection. With characteristic foresight, Betz has ensured that the terms of the endowment allow its proceeds to be used 
not only for future acquisitions—thus ensuring that the Library will be able to take advantage of opportunities to acquire 
important additional materials as they arise—but  also for conservation, access, and promotion. A planned supplementary 

endowment will eventually provide support for visiting scholars to travel 
to Georgetown to consult the collection.

University Librarian Artemis G. Kirk noted that the collection 
will become one of Georgetown’s greatest treasures: “This gift is 
transformational for humanities scholarship at Georgetown and around 
the world. We can’t thank Professor Betz 
enough for entrusting his rich and wonderful 
collection to the Library that has been his 
scholarly home for so long—and that will be 
a home for future scholars for generations to 
come.”

Professor Betz will be named Honorary 
Curator of the Collection. The Paul F. Betz 

Wordsworth and English Literature Collection will reside in the new Paul F. Betz Reading 
Room in the Booth Family Center for Special Collections on the fifth floor 
of Lauinger Library. Once cataloged, this remarkable collection will be made 
available there for consultation by scholars and students, will feature frequently 
in Georgetown classes, and will be presented to the public in an ongoing series of 
exhibitions.

Through his generosity in placing the fruits of his life’s work at Georgetown, Paul 
F. Betz has permanently established the Hilltop as a prime destination for students 
and scholars of British Romanticism and of the great poet of Rydal Mount, 
Wordsworth’s home in the Lake District.
—JB and EH

Professor Paul F. Betz (right) with Georgetown President John J. 
DeGioia and University Librarian Artemis G. Kirk in 2004, at the 
opening of his exhibition at the Library entitled Professor and 
Collector: Items Chosen from the Collection of Paul Betz.

From Wordsworth’s Library: Cicero, Opera, London, 
1681. From Wordsworth’s library, signed “W. Word-
sworth”. The book was probably inherited from 
his father. From the Paul F. Betz Wordsworth and 
English Literature Collection.
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Left to right: M. Lindsey Bierman, Mark Poirier and Christopher Reich. Photos by David Hagen

EVENTS
L I b r a r y  a S S o C I aT e S

G e o r g e t o w n  W r i t e s
On October 21 the Library Associates partnered with the Department of English for Georgetown Writes: 
Alumni Experiences in the Literary, Film and Magazine Worlds. This was the first program in an exciting new 
series that will highlight accomplished alumni in various fields.  The panel consisted of M. Lindsey Bierman 
(C’87), former editor-in-chief at Southern Living; author and screenwriter Mark Poirier (C’91); and author 
Christopher Reich (F’83).

University Librarian Artemis Kirk moderated the panel, asking questions on writing process, intended 
audience, and style. Thanks to the diversity of the panelists’ professional writing experiences, the discussion 
ranged across print and online magazines, novel writing, and writing original and adaptive screenplays. Each 
alumnus explained his approach to writing and shared the impact Georgetown had on his career and journey 
from student to professional writer. 

A lively question and answer session with an audience full of aspiring writers followed the panel discussion. 
—GM

P o e t r y  o f  Wi t n e s s
The Library Associates partnered with the Department of 
English on November 6 for the annual Casey-McIlvane 
Memorial Lecture. The lecture, Poetry of Witness, by 
Professors Carolyn Forché and Duncan Wu, included a 
commentary on and a reading of their recently published 
book of the same title, which explores the tradition of 
poetry composed in the extremes of human endurance. 

The professors discussed the term “poet of witness” as a way of reading poets who experienced forms of 
state-imposed suffering, affecting their works either implicitly or explicitly. This collection includes poems 
written on battlefields, as well as works written much later, showing the long term effect of violence. 

The selected poems read included “I Die Alive” by Jesuit poet Robert Southwell, tortured in Elizabethan 
England; John Newton’s “Amazing Grace”; and “The Tropics in New York” by Festus Claudius McKay, 
prominent in the Harlem Renaissance. —GM

You can view these and other Library Associates programs at www.library.georgetown.edu/digital/lecture-hall.
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Pump and south west corner of Old North, as viewed from 
Maguire Hall, April 1874.

CLOSE TO COMPLETION

CONGRaTULaTIONS

Recent photos from the Booth Family Center for Special Collections show furniture and shelving being installed, 
and exhibition cases ready for our opening exhibition. Photos by David Hagen.

The Library congratulates GU Library Board member, long-time friend and supporter David J. Walsh (C’58), 
who will receive the John Carroll Award at this year’s John Carroll Weekend in Los Angeles in April (jcw.
georgetown.edu).

Mr. Walsh, a member of the alumni Georgetown Chimes, established the Chimes Endowment Fund at the 
Library in 1990. With his support and encouragement, it has grown over the years through the gifts of Chimes 
and friends of Chimes into the Library’s largest single endowment, at over $3.7 million. He served as chair of the 
GU Library Board for ten years. “His career accomplishments, 
volunteer service to our University, public service and community 
involvement,” says University Librarian Artemis G. Kirk, “would, 
if listed in their entirety, vastly exceed the expectations for this 
award.”

The John Carroll Award was established by the Georgetown 
University Alumni Association in 1952 to honor alumni whose 
achievements exemplify the ideals and traditions of Georgetown 
University and its founder, Archbishop John Carroll. The John 
Carroll Award is the highest honor bestowed by the alumni 
association. All recipients have distinguished themselves through 
lifetime achievement and outstanding service to their alma mater. 
Five John Carroll Awards are presented each year.

Dave Walsh (third from right) with the “active” Chimes and 
Artemis G. Kirk at the 2013 Library Associates Holiday Party.
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Georgetown University Library Associates
3700 O Street, NW
Washington, DC 20057-1174

A  XIOLOGUS
LibraryAssociates

The Georgetown University Library Associates are 
a group of Georgetown alumni, parents and friends 
dedicated to helping the Library shape the creation 
of knowledge, conserve culture for posterity and 
transform learning and research. To learn more, 
contact us at 202-687-7446 or visit us at: 

library.georgetown.edu/associates

Did you miss one of our Library Associates events? 
You can find full-length videos online in the Digital 
Georgetown section of our website. Go to 
www.library.georgetown.edu/digital/lecture-hall.

William Wordsworth’s first publication was in the March 1787 issue of The 
European Magazine, entitled “SONNET, on seeing Miss Helen Maria Williams 
weep at a Tale of Distress,” and signed “AXIOLOGUS” (Wordsworth in Greek). 
From the Paul F. Betz Wordsworth and English Literature Collection.


