
GOVERNMENT OF THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA
DEPARTMENT OF CONSUMER AND REGULATORY AFFAIRS

614 H STREET, N.W.
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20001

IN THE MATTER OF:

507-525 11th STREET, N.W.
1005-1021 E STREET, N.W.
1010-1014 F Street, N.W.
IN SQUARE 347

Motion for Modification of Order to Allow
Dismantling of Facades and Demolition
Of Buildings Located in an Historic District
At: 1005, 1007 and 1009 E STREET, N.W.

Modification of
HPA #94-157

through
HPA #94-175

MODIFIED DECISION AND ORDER

On March 6, 1996, Applicant 555 11th Limited Partnership (hereinafter

“Applicant”) filed a Motion for Modification of the Mayor’s Agent’s July 28, 1994,

Decision and Order regarding Applications for Demolition and Partial Demolition

Permits for 507-525 11th Street, N.W., 1005-1021 E Street, N.W., and 1010-1014 F

Street, N.W., in Square 347, Washington, D.C., H.P.A. Nos. 94-157 through 94-



175. The Applicant requests approval to dismantle and store the facades of the

buildings located at 1005, 1007 and 1009 E Street, N.W. (hereinafter “the

Buildings”) in order to demolish the remaining structures, and then to reconstruct the

facades in their original location during construction of the new building. This

requested modification would change the Mayor’s Agent Order of July 28, 1994,

from the partial demolition of the buildings (see page 7 of the Mayor’s Agent Order

of July 28, 1994) to the total demolition of the buildings with disassembly,

relocation, storage and replacement of the facades. The Applicant requests a

modification of the Mayor’s Agent Order of July 28, 1994 in order to address the

current structural instability of the Buildings, while preserving and replacing the

facades as an integral part of the project approved by Mayor’s Agent Order of July

28, 1994.

The Applicant further requests the Mayor’s Agent to order the modification

without a hearing due to the imminent threat to public safety caused by the

condition of the Buildings; and to take notice of the Chief Building Inspector’s

authority under D.C. Code §§5-601 and 5-1011 to order removal of unsafe buildings

that are listed in the D.C. Inventory of Historic Sites without further approval from

the Mayor’s Agent.

Under the Mayor’s Agent Order of July 28, 1994, the Buildings were to be
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partially demolished, with the exception of the street facades, which were to be

retained and braced during construction. The Mayor’s Agent found that the partial

demolition was considered necessary in the public interest to allow for the

construction of a project of special merit. According to the Chief Building Inspector

of the District of Columbia, the deterioration and unsafe, dangerous structural

condition of the Buildings now require that the entire structures be razed, and the

facades be stored for reconstruction (see Exhibit B to the Motion for Modification).

Applicant applied for raze permits for the Buildings, and submitted, as a

supplement to the raze permit applications, plans and specifications regarding the

facade restoration to (1) survey and document the existing conditions of the

facades; (2) dismantle the facades by hand and catalogue the process for storage; (3)

store the facades; and (4) reconstruct the historic facades as part of the construction

of the new building. These plans and specifications have been reviewed and

approved by the Historic Preservation Division staff. The plans of the Applicant, to

disassemble by hand, to catalog and store, and to reconstruct, are an appropriate

response to the dangerous condition of the Buildings, and is consistent with the

Mayor’s Agent Order of July 28, 1994.

As to the authority of the Chief Building Inspector for the District of

Columbia, it is undisputable that the Chief Building Inspector can order the
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demolition of any imminently dangerous building in the District of Columbia. Had

the Buildings deteriorated to the point where it was unsafe to preserve the facade in

any manner, there would have been no need for the Applicant to file a Motion for

Modification, as the Chief Building Inspector would have exercised his authority

and ordered the immediate demolition of the buildings. Fortunately, that is not the

case in Square 347 at this time, and the historic facades can be preserved.

It is appropriate to decide this Motion without a hearing based on the

following: the threat to public safety caused by the unsafe structures as determined

by the Chief Building Inspector; that there was no opposition to the Application in

the hearing held on the Application, as documented in the Mayor’s Agent Order of

July 28, 1994; and because the modification is consistent with the Mayor’s Agent

Order of July 28, 1994. Therefore, upon consideration of the Motion for

Modification of the Mayor’s Agent’s Decision and Order dated July 28, 1994, filed

by the Applicant and the reasons contained therein, it is hereby

ORDERED, this 13th day of June 1996, that the Applicant’s Motion for

Modification dated March 6, 1996, is hereby GRANTED; and

IT IS FURTHER ORDERED that the raze permits to allow for the

demolition of the buildings at 1005 E Street, N.W. (Lot 802 Square 347 - HPA
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#94-167), 1007 E Street, N.W. (Lot 803 Square 347 - HPA #94-168), and 1009 E

Street, N.W. (Lot 804 Square 347 - HPA #94-1697), and for the dismantling,

storage, and reconstruction of the historic facades of these three building as set forth

in the raze applications, specifications and drawings submitted to the record , be

ISSUED.

Miriam Hellen
Mayor’s Agent
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