
GOVERNMENT OF THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA
DEPARTMENT OF CONSUMER AND REGULATORY AFFAIRS

Office of Adjudication
941 North Capitol Street, N.E.

Washington, DC. 20002

IN THE MATTER OF
1439 Rhode Island Avenue, N.W. H.P.A. No. 00-149

DECISION AND ORDER

BACKGROUND

1441 Rhode Island Avenue Associates, LLC (the “Applicant”) seeks approval of a

subdivision which permits the creation of one record lot from Lots 93, 94, 833,834 and

836 in Square 210. Lot 836, also known as 1439 Rhode Island Avenue, NW., is the site

of one of seven non-contiguous residential buildings comprising the Rhode Island

Avenue Residential Buildings individual landmark, designated a landmark by the

Historic Preservation Review Board ("HPRB”) on January 26, 1995. At its January 27,

2000 public meeting, the HPRB adopted the St&Report and Recommendation which

concluded that the proposed subdivision is consistent with the purposed of DC. Law 2-

144, the Historic Landmark and Historic District Protection Act of 1978 (the “Act”).

Pursuant to D.C. Code, Sec. 5-1006(c), Subdivisions, a public hearing was held

on July 20, 2000 before Administrative Law Judge Rohulamin Quander, the Mayor’s

Agent for D.C. Law 2-144. Notice of the public hearing was published in the DC.

Register on May 26, 2000. The Applicant was represented by Christopher H. Collins,

Esq., of Wilkes Artis, Chartered. Mr. James J. Abdo, the Applicant’s representative,

testified at the public hearing. Mr. Thomas E. Johnson, AIA, of Martinez & Johnson



Architects, testified on behalf of the Applicant. Mr. Dennis R. Hughes, Architectural

Historian, also testified on behalf of the Applicant. The Applicant requested that the

Mayor’s Agent find that the proposed subdivision is consistent with the purposes of the

Act.

For the reasons that follow, the application for a subdivision is GRANTED.

1.

FINDINGS OF FACT

James J. Abdo, representative of the Applicant, testified that the

subdivision is necessary to permit the rehabilitation of 1439 Rhode Island

Avenue, NW, and to permit construction of a 75-unit residential building

2.

on the subject property.

Thomas E. Johnson, testified as to the site planning and general design

program of the Applicant’s residential project, as well as to the restoration

and preservation of the exterior of 1439 Rhode Island Avenue, NW.

There will be no new construction above or below the landmark building.

The landmark building will be restored in place and will continue to

appear as a separate building.

3. Dennis R. Hughes, who was qualified by the Mayor’s Agent as an expert

in architectural history, testified as to the necessity of the proposed

subdivision in order to restore the exterior and change the historic

structure at 1439 Rhode Island Avenue, NW.

4. Mr. Hughes further testified that the proposed subdivision is consistent

with the purposes of the Act, in that will also enhance the larger, multiple-
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5.

6.

7.

building Rhode Island Avenue Residential Buildings landmark by

increasing the jurisdiction of the HPRB to include Lots 93, 94, 833 and

834, now vacant non-landmark sites, within the Rhode Island Avenue

Residential Buildings Landmark. The proposed subdivision of the five

lots to form a single record lot will provide greater consideration for

historic preservation by adding HPRB review authority over all new

construction on the newly-formed record lot, in addition to the jurisdiction

the HPRB currently exercises over Lot 836.

The HPRB found that the proposed subdivision is consistent with the

purposes of the Act.

The record contains numerous letters in support of the proposed

subdivision. There were no parties or persons in opposition to this

application.

Advisory Neighborhood Commission (ANC) 2-F submitted a fetter in

support of the proposed subdivision.

CONCLUSIONS OF LAW

The Mayor’s Agent concludes that the Applicant in the instant case has sustained

its burden of proof, in that the approval of the subdivision is consistent with the purposes

of the Act and, thus, is necessary in the public interest.
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ORDER

ORDERED that the Application for Subdivision of 1439 Rhode Island Avenue,

N.W., a component of the Rhode Island Avenue Residential Buildings landmark, Lot 36

in Square 210, and Lots 93, 94, 833 and 834, be and same is hereby,

GRANTED, because the subdivision is consistent with the purposes of the Act

and, therefore, necessary in the p

Mayor’s Agent for D.C.

203822
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