
GOVERNMENT OF THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA 
DEPARTMENT OF CONSUMER AND REGULATORY AFFAIRS 

OFFICE OF ADJUDICATION 
941 North Capitol Street, N.E., Suite #9100 

Washington, DC 20002 
 

 
IN RE:  Germuiller Row      HPA 01-144, and 
         S.O. #3154 
Location: 300-302 H Street, N.W.1 and 748 3rd Street, N.W.   

     (Square 529, Lots 9, 21-25, 30-33, 811-817, 820,  
      821, 829, 835-838, 840, 841, and 844         
      and part of an alley to be closed) 

 
SUMMARY DECISION AND ORDER 

 
 This matter came before Rohulamin Quander, Administrative Law Judge and Mayor’s 
Agent for Historic Preservation (the Mayor’s Agent) on August 7, 2001, pursuant to the 
Administrative Procedure Act, codified at D.C. Code, Sec. 1-1509 et seq., and the D.C. Historic 
Landmark and Historic District Protection Act of 1978 (the Act), D.C. Law 2-144, codified at 
D.C. Code, Sec. 5-1001, et seq., and upon the request of C.R.C. Acquisitions L.L.C., hereinafter 
referred to as the “Applicant”. 
 
 The Applicant in this matter requests approval of a subdivision that will combine various 
lots, including the site of Germuiller Row, an individually-designated landmark listed in the D.C. 
Inventory of Historic Sites, and part of an alley to be closed, into a single lot of record.  This 
subdivision, known as S.O. No. 3154, was referred to the Historic Preservation Review Board 
(HPRB) for its recommendation to the Mayor’s Agent for Historic Preservation.  The HPRB 
initially reviewed the proposed subdivision in concept at its February 22, 2001, public meeting.  
The HPRB reviewed the subdivision again at its April 26, 2001, public meeting, and adopted its 
Staff Report and Recommendation that “… the Board find the subdivision appropriate …”.  That 
recommendation was forwarded to the Mayor’s Agent.  No parties or persons appeared at the 
public hearing in opposition to the application.  Further, no Advisory Neighborhood Commission 
presented any position for the Mayor’s Agent’s consideration with regard to this application.  
The record closed immediately upon the conclusion of the hearing, with the Mayor’s Agent 
issuing a bench decision granting the application. 
 

FINDING OF FACT 
 
 The Mayor’s Agent, having heard the testimony of three credible witnesses in support of 
the application, and likewise having reviewed all of the documentary evidence submitted in 

                                                             
1 The Mayor’s Agent takes administrative notice that the address of record, as noted in the 

application, lists both 300 H Street, and 300 Massachusetts Avenue, N.W, as the site of 
the project.  The Mayor’s Agent elects to use the “H” Street address for this Order. 
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support of the granting of this application, finds that the proposed subdivision of the lots and the 
closing of a portion of the alley, is necessary in the public interest because it is consistent with 
the purposes of the Act. 
 

DISCUSSION 
 
 David J. Maloney, Acting Program Manager, Historic Preservation Division, D.C. Office 
of Planning (DCOP), testified that the HPRB recommended approval of the proposed 
subdivision and the project to be constructed on the new lot of record.  He noted that the 
Applicant had been very responsive to the HPRB’s concerns, and that the HPRB was fully 
supportive of the proposed subdivision. 
 
 John A. Sunter of Clark Construction Realty Capital, L.L.C., testified on behalf of the 
Applicant.  Mr. Sunter described the site of the proposed subdivision, and delineated the scope of 
the project proposed for the site.  He explained the impact of the design review process triggered 
by the proposed subdivision, and noted that if the Mayor’s Agent does not approve the proposed 
subdivision, the further review of the design, which has resulted in a project approved in concept 
by the HPRB, cannot occur. 
 
 Anne H. Adams, Architectural Historian, testified on behalf of the Applicant.  She noted 
that the proposed subdivision is necessary in the public interest because it is consistent with the 
purposes of the Act.  She identified the purposes of the Act as related to landmarks, and testified 
about how the proposed subdivision meets those purposes.  Germuiller Row will be retained and 
rehabilitated in accordance with the Secretary of the Interior’s Standards for Rehabilitation.   The 
landmark will be adapted for current use and enhanced by the new construction approved in 
concept by the HPRB, which will provide Germuiller Row with a suitable context.  She testified 
that the Mayor’s Agent has approved numerous similar subdivisions involving the sites of 
landmarks in the past. 
 

CONCLUSION OF LAW 
 
 The Mayor’s Agent, having reviewed all of the sworn testimony and documentary 
evidence submitted in support of the granting of this application, concludes that the proposed 
subdivision of the lots and the closing of a portion of the alley should be granted, as the action is 
necessary in the public interest because it is consistent with the purposes of the Act. 
 

ORDER 
 
 The record having been considered, and the Mayor’s Agent having concluded that that 
the Applicant has met its burden of proof that the granting of the Application is necessary in the 
public interest, it is, therefore, this 9th day of August, 2001, 
 

ORDERED, that the Applicant’s application for approval of a subdivision, known as 
S.O. #3154, that combines all of the lots of record, including the site of Germuiller Row, and part 
of the alley to be closed as indicated, is GRANTED; and, it is 
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 FURTHER ORDERED, that, pursuant to D.C. Code, Sec. 5-1012(a), this Decision and 
Order shall not become effective until fifteen (15) days after issuance.  
 
      
      ________________________________ 
       Rohulamin Quander, 
      Administrative Law Judge and 
      Mayor’s Agent for Historic Preservation 
 

CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE 
 
 I hereby certify that a true copy of the foregoing Summary Decision and Order was 
served this 9th day of August, 2001, by mailing a copy of the same via U.S. Mail, postage 
prepaid, to the following persons: 
 
Allison C. Prince, Esq. 
Shaw Pittman 
2300 N Street, N.W. 
Washington, D.C. 20037 
Counsel for Applicant 
 
Andre Altman, Director 
D.C. Office of Planning 
801 North Capitol Street, N.E., Fourth Floor 
Washington, D.C. 20002 
 
David J. Maloney, Acting Program Manager 
Historic Preservation Division 
D.C. Office of Planning 
801 North Capitol Street, N.E., Third Floor 
Washington, D.C. 20002 
 
Tersh Boasberg, Esq. 
Chair 
Historic Preservation Review Board 
Law Offices of Shea and Gardner 
1800 Massachusetts Avenue, N.W. 
Washington, D.C. 20036 
 
Chairperson 
Advisory Neighborhood Commission 6A 
1132 Fourth Street, N.E. 
Washington, D.C. 20002 
 
       ______________________________ 
       DCRA/OAD, Certifying Official 


