
THE GOVERNMENT OF THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA 
DEPARTMENT OF CONSUMER AND REGULATORY AFFAIRS 

Office of Adjudication 
941 North Capitol Street, N.E. 

Washington, D.C. 20002 
 
IN RE: 
 
Application for Partial Demolition,    HPA # 02-223 
Alteration and New Construction Permits 
 
Fire Engine Company No. 20 
4300 Wisconsin Avenue, N.W. 
Washington, D.C. 
 
          DECISION AND ORDER 

(Accepting the Negotiated Consensus Settlement) 
 
Background 
 

This matter came before Rohulamin Quander, Administrative Law Judge and 
Mayor’s Agent for Historic Preservation, on April 9, 2002, under the authority of the 
District of Columbia Administrative Procedure Act and D.C. Law 2-144, the District of 
Columbia Historic Landmark and Historic District Protection Act of 1978 (the Act), D.C. 
Code, Secs. 6-1101 et seq. (2001 ed.), and the regulations enacted pursuant thereto in 10 
DCMR, Chapter 25 (1999).   

 
The Act provides that for demolitions and new construction regarding historic 

landmarks, “[n]o permit shall be issued unless the Mayor finds that the issuance of the 
permit is necessary in the public interest.”  See D.C. Code, Secs. 6-1104(e) & 6-1107(e).  
The term “necessary in the public interest” is defined as “necessary to construct a project 
of special merit.”  See D.C. Code, Secs. 6-1102(10).  The term “project of special merit” 
is defined, inter alia, as “a plan . . . having significant benefits to the District or to the 
community by virtue of . . . social or other benefits having a high priority for community 
services.”  See D.C. Code, Secs. 6-1102(11). 
 

The applicants in this case are the D.C. Department of Fire and Emergency 
Medical Services (FEMS) and the D.C. Office of Property Management (OPM).  Among 
its mandates, the Act requires the Mayor or his Agent to review and hold a public hearing 
on applications for any demolition and new construction on the site of historic landmarks.  
See D.C. Code, Secs. 6-1104 & 6-1107.  The grounds for the application are that the 
Tenleytown Firehouse must be expanded and modernized to accommodate FEMS 
personnel, fire trucks, up-to-date equipment for fire-fighting and efficient provision of 
emergency services to the surrounding community, and that the proposed demolition is 
therefore “necessary in the public interest” as a project of “special merit” under the Act.   
See D.C. Code Secs. 6-1102(10), 6-1104(e) & 6-1107(e).     
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On February 28 and March 28, 2002, the Historic Preservation Review Board 

(HPRB) considered this matter, and recommended to the Mayor’s Agent that the 
proposed demolition would not be consistent with the purposes of the Act.  However, the 
HPRB also adopted the HPRB’s staff report indicating the importance of maintaining 
adequate and current fire and emergency services for the community, and acknowledging 
that the FEMS and OPM had made good-faith efforts to develop a compromise solution 
to accommodate the expansion and modernization of the Tenleytown Firehouse without 
the total loss of the landmark building.  

 
Attending and providing substantial testimony at the Mayor’s Agent hearing of 

April 9, 2002, were representatives from the FEMS, the D.C. Office of Planning (OP), 
the Historic Preservation Office (HPO), the D.C. Office of the Corporation Counsel 
(OCC), the project architect, ANC 3E and 3F, the Tenleytown Historical Society (THS), 
and persons from the surrounding neighborhood and community.  All parties and 
witnesses testified that modernization of the facility constituted a project of “special 
merit” because of its importance and contribution to the health, welfare and safety of all 
residents in the Tenleytown and surrounding community.  The hearing record contains no 
evidence of opposition to the proposal.   
 
 For the reasons set forth below, the Application for Partial Demolition, 
Alternation, and New Construction Permits is GRANTED. 
 

FINDINGS OF FACT 
 
 The foregoing having been considered, the following Findings of Fact are made: 
 
1. The District of Columbia has made application for a construction permit to 

demolish portions of Fire Engine Company No. 20, a historic landmark listed on 
the D.C. Inventory of Historic Sites and located at 4300 Wisconsin Avenue, N.W. 
(Tenleytown Firehouse).  The proposal involves alteration and partial demolition 
of the original Tenleytown Firehouse designed by the noted architect Lean Dessez 
and constructed in 1900 – 1901.  It also involves the complete demolition of the 
one-story bay addition designed by Snowden Ashford to accommodate motorized 
equipment and constructed in 1913.   

 
2. The record reflects through testimonial and other evidence that FEMS, OPM, 

HPO, OCC, THS, affected ANCs, and neighboring residents have engaged in 
numerous consultations and negotiations over a two-year period to arrive at an 
enforceable agreement that would recite the precise terms and design standards 
for the partial demolition and new construction related to the Tenleytown 
Firehouse.   

 
3. At the close of the April 9, 2002, hearing, the Mayor’s Agent was advised that, 

despite a full hearing having just been completed, the parties were actively 
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seeking to arrive at a consensus that could serve as a settlement agreement to 
resolve all pending matters related to the Application. 

 
4. On or about May 8, 2002, OCC submitted to the Mayor’s Agent a document 

titled, Consensus Agreement Between And Among The District Of Columbia 
Department Of Fire And Emergency Services, The District Of Columbia Office Of 
Property Management, And The Historic Preservation Review Board Regarding 
The Project Design Of The Engine Company 20 Firehouse (Tenleytown 
Firehouse) (the Consensus Agreement).    

 
5. The Consensus Agreement memorializes in writing an agreement among the three 

designated signatory parties – the FEMS, OPM and HPRB – and additional 
consulting parties on applicable demolition, preservation and design terms and 
standards for the new Tenleytown Firehouse, and is attached hereto and 
incorporated by reference as a part of the Mayor’s Agent’s final order. 

 
6. The Consensus Agreement was executed by Ronnie Few, Chief, FEMS, Ralph W. 

Cyrus, Jr., Chief, OPM, Tersh Boasberg, Chairman, HPRB, and David Maloney, 
Acting Chief, HPO, D.C. Office of Planning (DCOP).  Andrew Altman, 
consultant and Director of DCOP, also executed the Consensus Agreement.   

 
7. Other parties that were consulted and participated throughout this process, but 

who did not execute the Consensus Agreement were: THS, D.C. Preservation 
League, Capitol Fire Museum, Inc., Friendship-Tenleytown Citizens Association, 
Councilmember Kathy Patterson (Ward 3), ANC 3E, ANC 3F, ANC3/4G and two 
(2) area residents.  The OCC attorney who drafted the Consensus Agreement 
represented to the Mayor’s Agent that, despite their lack of signatures, all 
consulting parties approved the terms of the Consensus Agreement.   

 
DISCUSSION 

 
In the interests of clarity and certainty for all parties, the Mayor’s Agent recites 

the critical terms and standards of the Consensus Agreement: 
 
The FEMS and OPM shall proceed with the partial demolition and new 

construction in full compliance with the construction drawings and documents dated July 
18, 2001, including the removal of the roof of and most of the north wall of the 1900 
building, subject to the following exceptions or conditions: 
 
1. The roofs of the original 1900 building and 1913 addition shall be disengaged; 
 
2.  The roof of the 1900 original building shall be replaced with clay tile, matching 

the size, shape, and appearance of the original tile as closely as possible 
depending upon availability, and shall contain two (2) vents according to the 
design on the original 1900 building’s plans; 
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3. The roof of the 1913 addition shall be re-designed as a hip roof matching the pitch 
of the roof of the 1900 building; 

 
4. The height of the proposed addition shall be lowered by two (2) feet overall, 

including the lowering of the ceiling of the second floor from ten (10) feet to nine 
(9) feet in the dormitory area; 

 
5. The design of the apparatus doors shall be modified to resemble the panel style of 

the original 1900 building’s plans with reasonable accommodations for glass 
panels and a roll-up door design; 

 
6. The public entrance door shall remain on Warren Street, N.W.; 
 
7. The door cut into the north wall of the 1900 building shall be eliminated; 
 
8. The masonry belt courses and windows shall be modified to accommodate the 

revised building proportions resulting from the revised building design as agreed 
to herein by the parties; 

 
9. Provision of lighting in the outdoor congregation area and modification of the 

bollards shall only proceed with the written consent of the HPO; and 
 
10. The south wall containing the hose tower shall remain in place, without any 

reconstruction, during the partial demolition and new construction on the site  
 

Following timely review of OPM’s permit application to amend existing Building 
Permit No. B444042, incorporating the design modifications described above, by HPRB 
and/or HPO in accordance with D.C. Law 2-144, OPM shall proceed to file such 
application to amend in a timely manner 

 
All demolition and new construction on the Tenleytown Firehouse site that is not 

modified or otherwise affected by the design terms and standards recited above shall 
proceed according to the construction drawings and documents dated July 18, 2001, and 
in accordance with the current plans approved and Building Permit No. B444042 issued 
by the Department of Consumer and Regulatory Affairs.  

 
CONCLUSIONS OF LAW 

 
 Having considered the record herein, the Mayor’s Agent makes the following 
Conclusions of Law: 
 
1. The partial demolition, alternation, and new construction of portions of the 

Tenleytown Firehouse, a historic landmark in the District of Columbia, is 
consistent with D.C. Code, Sec. 6-1101(b)(2), as the end result will significantly 
retain and enhance the landmark structure, and cause it to be adapted for current 
use. 
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2. Consistent with the language recited in the Consensus Agreement, including the 
signed agreement of the signatory and consulting parties, the Mayor’s Agent 
adopts the Consensus Agreement as the primary legal basis for his decision that 
the proposed partial demolition and new construction at the site of the Tenleytown 
Firehouse is necessary in the public interest to construct a modern fire-fighting 
and emergency medical services facility at its site, and is in line with the 
requirements of D.C. Code, Secs. 6-1102(10),  6-1104(e), and 6-1107(e). 

 
3. The Consensus Agreement contains the terms and legal standards that all 

signatory and consulting parties have negotiated over an extensive period of time, 
and have affirmed and ratified as reasonable, appropriate, and necessary for the 
compliance of the partial demolition and new construction of the Tenleytown 
Firehouse with the requirements of the Act.  The Mayor’s Agent therefore adopts 
and ratifies the terms and standards of the Consensus Agreement as the basis for 
his determination that this is a project of special merit having significant benefits 
to the District of Columbia and to the community by virtue of social or other 
benefits having a high priority for community services, consistent with D.C. 
Code, Sec. 6-1102(11). 

 
4. Improving the ability and capacity of FEMS to deliver its services to Tenleytown 

and the surrounding community is a significant benefit to the entire community, 
and has a “high priority for community services.”  See D.C. Code, Secs. 6-
1102(10) - (11). 

 
ORDER 

 
ACCORDINGLY, it is this 28th day of June, 2002, 

 
ORDERED that the application by the District of Columbia Department of Fire 

and Emergency Services and District of Columbia Office of Property Management for 
partial demolition and new construction related to Fire Engine Company No. 20, a 
historic landmark listed on the District of Columbia Inventory of Historic Sites and 
located at 4300 Wisconsin Avenue, N.W. (“Tenleytown Firehouse”), in HPA # 02-223 is 
GRANTED, on the grounds that it is necessary in the public interest as a project of 
special merit pursuant to and consistent with the requirements of D.C. Code Secs. 6-
1102(10) and  (11), 6-1104(e) & 6-1107(e); and it is 
 

FURTHER ORDERED that, pursuant to 10 DCMR Sec. 2523.4, this Order will 
take effect fifteen (15) days from the date of its service as evidenced by the following 
Certificate of Service pursuant to 10 DCMR, Sec. 2503.5(c). 
 
 
___________________________________ 
ROHULAMIN QUANDER 
Administrative Law Judge, D.C., And 
Mayor’s Agent For Historic Preservation  
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                                    CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE 
 

I hereby certify that a true copy of the foregoing decision and order was served 
this ____ day of June, 2002, by mailing a copy of the same via e-mail or U.S. Mail, 
postage prepaid, to the following: 
 
 
      By:  ______________________ 
              OAD Staff 
 
Copies: 
 
Andrew Altman, Director     via e mail to 
D.C. Office of Planning     andrew.altman@dc.gov 
801 North Capitol Street, N.E., Suite #3000 
Washington, D.C. 20002 
  
David J. Maloney, Acting Program Manager   via e mail to 
Historic Preservation Office     david.maloney@dc.gov 
D.C. Office of Planning 
801 North Capitol Street, N.E., Fourth Floor 
Washington, D.C. 20002 
  
Tersh Boasberg, Chair     via e mail to 
The Historic Preservation Review Board   Tershboasberg@aol.com 
  
Bruce Brennan, Esquire     via e mail to 
Office of the Corporation Counsel    bruce.brennan@dc.gov 
441 Fourth Street, N.W., Suite #6N94 
Washington, D.C. 20001 
 
Marie-Claire Brown, Esquire 
Office of the Corporation Counsel 
441 Fourth Street, N.W., Suite #450 North 
Washington, D.C. 20001 
 
Ronnie Few, Chief       via e mail to 
D.C. Department of Fire and Emergency Medical Services  ronnie.few@dc.gov 
1923 Vermont Avenue, N.W. 
Washington, D.C. 20001 
 
David J. Bardin 
ANC 3F 
4701 Connecticut Avenue, N.W., #501 
Washington, D.C. 20008 
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Ralph W. Cyrus, Jr.      e mail to 
Property Manager, D.C. Fire Department   ralph.cyrus@dc.gov 
2000 Fourteenth Street, N.W. (Reeves Center) 
Washington, D.C. 20009 
 
Janette Anderson      e mail to 
Associate Director for Technical Services            anderjan@law.georgetown.edu 
Georgetown University Law Center Library 



CONSENSUS AGREEMENT 
BETWEEN AND AMONG THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA  

DEPARTMENT OF FIRE AND EMERGENCY MEDICAL SERVICES,  
THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA OFFICE OF PROPERTY MANAGEMENT, 

AND THE HISTORIC PRESERVATION REVIEW BOARD  
REGARDING  

THE PROJECT DESIGN OF  
THE ENGINE COMPANY 20 FIREHOUSE 

(TENLEYTOWN FIREHOUSE) 
 
 
 
 
WHEREAS, the District of Columbia Fire and Emergency Medical Services (DCFEMS) 
and the District of Columbia Office of Property Management (OPM) propose to renovate 
and provide an addition to the Engine Company 20 Firehouse (Engine Company 20), also 
known as the Tenleytown Firehouse, located at 4300 Wisconsin Avenue, Northwest; and  
 
WHEREAS, the proposed renovations and addition are necessary to enhance public 
safety by accommodating technologically advanced equipment and systems and to 
provide upgraded facilities for DCFEMS personnel; and 
 
WHEREAS, the existing building has been designated a historic landmark; and 
 
WHEREAS, plans to renovate Engine Company 20 were unanimously approved by the 
Commission of Fine Arts on January 17, 2002; and 
 
WHEREAS, the Historic Preservation Review Board (HPRB) and Mayor’s Agent have 
encouraged the parties to reach a consensus agreement on refinements to the project 
design and 
 
WHEREAS, DCFEMS, OPM and staff of the HPRB (Signatories) have reached a 
consensus on the Engine Company 20 renovation project; and 
 
WHEREAS, the proposed renovation will involve alteration and partial demolition of the 
original firehouse constructed in 1900 and the complete demolition of an addition 
constructed in 1913; and 
 
WHEREAS, the Signatories have consulted regarding the best means of providing a 
facility that will adequately respond to public health and safety needs of the community 
in particular and the District of Columbia in general balanced against the preservation of 
this historically significant building; and  
 
WHEREAS, the Signatories consulted with representatives of various community and 
historic preservation groups, representatives of the surrounding neighborhoods, and 
residents of the area affected and served by Engine Company 20 including but not limited 
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to the Tenleytown Historical Society, Councilmember Kathy Patterson, ANCs 3-E, 3-F 
and 3/4-G, Capitol Fire Museum, Inc., D.C. Preservation League, Friendship-Tenleytown 
Citizens Association, and the D.C. Office of Planning (Consulting Parties); and 
 
WHEREAS, DCFEMS and OPM entered into an agreement with the Tenleytown 
Historical Society (THS) on December 5, 2000, in which DCFEMS and OPM originally 
agreed to preserve the shell of the 1900 building and construct an addition that is 
compatible with the 1900 building; and  
 
WHEREAS, the Signatories and Consulting Parties desire to preserve, as much as 
possible, compatible with public safety, the historic nature of Engine Company 20; and  
 
WHEREAS, OPM and DCFEMS agree to proceed with the project in accordance with 
the construction drawings and documents dated July 18, 2001 except that no work shall 
be allowed to proceed in the areas where modifications will be made as delineated below 
or as to those modifications set out below, consistent with the authorized overall budget 
for this project.  Work in those areas or on those modifications can proceed once resulting 
modification documents, including plans, are produced, and reviewed by OPM, 
DCFEMS, and HPO; and 
 
WHEREAS, in consideration of the design modifications contained herein, and 
notwithstanding the terms of any prior agreement entered into between DCFEMS, OPM 
and THS, or any other person or entity, the Signatories) specifically agree to the removal 
of the roof and most of the north wall of the 1900 building as described in the 
construction drawings, “Issued for Bids” dated July 18, 2001; and  
 
NOW, THEREFORE, the Signatories agree that this project, the plans for which were 
submitted and are before the Mayor’s Agent, is proper for approval as one of Special 
Merit, as defined by D.C. Law 2-144, the Historic Landmark and Historic District 
Preservation Act of 1978, D.C. Code, 2001 Ed. § 6-1102(11), in accordance with the 
following design modifications described below, as shown on the attached concept 
elevations: 
 
1. The roofs of the 1900 original building and the proposed addition shall be 

disengaged; 
 
2. The roof of the 1900 original building shall be replaced with clay tile, matching the 

size, shape, and appearance of the original tile as closely as possible, depending on 
availability, and shall contain two (2) vents according to the design shown on the 
original building plans; 

 
3. The roof of the 1913 addition shall be redesigned as a hip roof matching the pitch of 

the roof of the 1900 building; 
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4. The height of the proposed addition as shown in the construction documents of July 
18, 2001 shall be lowered by two (2) feet overall which shall include lowering the 
ceiling of the second floor from ten (10) feet to nine (9) feet on the dormitory area; 

 
5. The design of the apparatus doors shall be modified to resemble the panel style shown 

on the original plans with deviations and allowances for glass panels and to 
accommodate the roll-up door design; 

 
6. The public entrance door, as described on the construction drawings dated July 18, 

2001, shall remain on Warren Street, Northwest; 
 
7. The door cut into the north wall of the 1900 building, as described in the construction 

drawings dated July 18, 2001, shall be eliminated; 
 
8. The masonry belt courses and windows shall be modified as necessary to reflect the 

proportions of the building as modified and agreed to hereby; 
 
9. The site features shall be redesigned in consultation with Historic Preservation Office, 

as to the  lighting in the outdoor congregation area, and modification of the bollards.; 
and  

 
10. The south wall containing the hose tower shall remain in place and not be 

reconstructed during the renovation; 
 
The Signatories and Consulting Parties (Parties) further agree that if the project is 
approved by the Mayor’s Agent, OPM shall file an application to amend Permit No. 
B444042, reflecting the design revisions set out here after it has been submitted for 
review by the HPRB and/or the HPO under delegation from HPRB, in accordance with 
the provisions of the Historic Landmark and Historic District Protection Act.  The parties 
additionally agree that all work not affected by the design/construction modifications 
agreed to under this agreement, shall proceed as set out in the construction documents 
dated July 18, 2001 and in accordance with the current plans approved by and current 
permit issued by DCRA.  
 
THIS AGREEMENT contains the entire understanding of the Parties.  No 
representations, inducements,  or agreements, oral or otherwise, between the Parties not 
contained in this Agreement shall be of any force and effect, and the same may not be 
amended, modified, changed or terminated, in whole or in part, in any manner other than 
by an agreement in writing duly signed by all properly authorized individuals of the 
Parties. 
 
THIS AGREEMENT may be executed in counterparts each of which may be deemed an 
original and all of which taken together shall constitute the entire agreement. 
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IN WITNESS WHEREOF, each of the Signatories hereby certify that this Agreement is 
executed by its respective authorized agent, and shall be effective as of the last date 
written. 
 
DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA FIRE AND EMERGENCY MEDICAL SERVICES 
 
 
 
By:  _______________________________  Date: ______________ 
 
 
DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA OFFICE OF PROPERTY MANAGEMENT 
 
 
 
 
By: ________________________________   Date: ______________ 
 
 
HISTORIC PRESERVATION REVIEW BOARD 
 
 
 
 
By: ________________________________   Date: _______________ 
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CONSULTING PARTIES: 
 
 
 
________________________________  
Tenleytown Historical Society    ______________ 
       Area resident 
 
 
_____________________________    ______________ 
 
tol Fire Museum, Inc.    Area resident 
 
 
 
________________________________  
D.C. Preservation League  
 
 
 
________________________________  
Friendship-Tenleytown  
Citizens Association 
 
 
 
________________________________  
D.C. Office of Planning 
 
 
 
________________________________  
Councilmember Kathy Patterson 
 
 
 
________________________________  
ANC 3-E 
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________________________________  
ANC 3-F 
 
 
 
________________________________  
ANC 3/4-G 
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