
GOVERNMENT OF THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA 
THE OFFICE OF PLANNING 

HISTORIC PRESERVATION OFFICE 
801 NORTH CAPITOL STREET, N.E., SUITE #3000 

WASHINGTON, DC 200021 
 
IN RE: 
 
Application for Partial Demolition    HPA # 02-608 
And New Construction Permits 
 
Rose L. Hardy Middle School,  
A District of Columbia public school 
1819 Thirty-fifth Street, N.W. 
Washington, D.C. 
 

DECISION AND ORDER 
 
Background 
 

This matter came before Rohulamin Quander, Senior Administrative Judge and 
Mayor’s Agent for Historic Preservation, on January 14, 2003, under the authority of the 
District of Columbia Administrative Procedure Act and D.C. Law 2-144, the District of 
Columbia Historic Landmark and Historic District Protection Act of 1978 (the Act), D.C. 
Code, Secs. 6-1101 et seq. (2001 ed.), and the regulations enacted pursuant thereto in 10 
DCMR, Chapter 25 (1999).   

 
The Act provides that for demolitions and new construction regarding a building 

or structure located in an historic district, “[n]o permit shall be issued unless the Mayor 
finds that the issuance of the permit is necessary in the public interest ... ”  See D.C. 
Code, Secs. 6-1104(e) & 6-1107(e).  The term “necessary in the public interest” is 
defined as “necessary to construct a project of special merit.”  See D.C. Code, Secs. 6-
1102(10).  The term “project of special merit” is defined, inter alia, as “a plan or building 
having significant benefits to the District or to the community by virtue of exemplary 
architecture, specific features of land planning, social or other benefits having a high 
priority for community services.”  See D.C. Code, Secs. 6-1102(11). 
 

The applicant in this case is Einhorn Yaffee Prescott Architecture and 
Engineering PC, agent, filing on behalf of the District of Columbia Public Schools 
(DCPS), the building owner.  Among its mandates, the Act requires the Mayor or his 

                                                 
1 Please note that as of October 7, 2002, the physical location and telephone contact 
number of the designated Mayor’s Agent has changed to: Rohulamin Quander, Senior 
Administrative Judge, c/o the D.C. Office of Employee Appeals, 717 14th Street, N.W., 
Third Floor, Washington, D.C. 20005, (202) 727-0004.  All correspondence and 
telephonic communications are to be directed to that location. 
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Agent to review and hold a public hearing on applications for any demolition and new 
construction on the site of buildings located within historic districts.  See D.C. Code, 
Secs. 6-1104 & 6-1107.  The Rose L. Hardy Middle School (Hardy) is located within the 
Georgetown Historic District.  The basis for the application is that DCPS has requested a 
permit to demolish the original gymnasium wing of Hardy (formerly the James H. 
Gordon Junior High School, and formerly the Carlos Rosario Center), and in its place to 
erect a new facility that will house a state of the art gymnasium, plus choral and band 
dedicated spaces, uniform and physical education equipment storage areas, and laundry 
facilities.  As well, dedicated space would be created for fitness health, physical therapy, 
and mechanical equipment.  

 
DCPS further asserts that the present facility, built in 1931 as the second phase of 

the 1928-constructed school building, is grossly out of compliance with the District of 
Columbia’s School Specific Educational Specification (SSES) standards for critical 
program and functional adjacencies, the American with Disabilities Act Accessibility 
Guidelines for Buildings and Facilities (ADAAG), and gender equity expectations that 
would accord female students equal access and use of the gymnasium, by reason of their 
currently being two separate gymnasiums, one each for boys and girls. 

 
Although the Applicant did not specifically pursue this demolition/new 

construction project on the basis of being “necessary in the public interest” as a project of 
“special merit” under the Act, the Historic Preservation Review Board (the HPRB), while 
considering the application at its regular monthly meeting held on November 21, 2002, 
did refer to the proposed matter as “a worthwhile project”, and that “ … the Mayor’s 
Agent [might] feel that this was a project of special merit.”  See D.C. Code Secs. 6-
1102(10), 6-1104(e), and 6-1102(11).     

 
At the end of its deliberations, the HPRB voted unanimously to recommend that 

the Mayor’s Agent grant the demolition/new construction application, despite the site 
being located in the Historic District, with the HPRB specifically determining on the 
record that this project was one of special merit.  Further, the HPRB adopted the staff 
report, which recommended that should the Mayor’s Agent grant the application and 
approve the demolition, then the staff recommended that the concept design for the new 
construction (the new gymnasium and related portions of the construction) be approved, 
with delegation to staff to coordinate the final approvals.2 

                                                 
2 Although the HPRB adopted the staff report, the Mayor’s Agent clarifies that the 
affirmative vote to adopt the staff report only referred to the concept design approval, as 
the staff report specifically recommended that the demolition aspect of the application be 
denied on the basis that demolition was inconsistent with the purpose of the Act, a 
position which the HPRB did not embrace in this case.  The HPRB also departed from its 
usual position in such matters by noting that: 1) the 1931 addition was not, technically, a 
part of the original 1928 building; 2) is not necessarily an important part of the 
composition of the building; and 3) that the plight of the District of Columbia public 
school system is a matter of great concern for both the benefit of the students and the 
expectations of the District’s citizens. 
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Attending and testifying at the Mayor’s Agent hearing were Stephen A. Smith, 

Einhorn Yaffee Prescott Architecture and Engineering PC, architect and project manager, 
and Timothy Dennee, Architectural Historian, from the Historic Preservation Office 
(HPO), a component of the D.C. Office of Planning (DCOP).  The hearing record 
contains no evidence of opposition to the proposal.  The record closed on January 14, 
2003, upon the conclusion of the hearing before the Mayor’s Agent. 
 
 For the reasons set forth below, the application for demolition and new 
construction permits is GRANTED. 
 

FINDINGS OF FACT 
 
 The foregoing having been considered, the following Findings of Fact are made: 
 

1. DCPS is the building owner of the Rose L. Hardy Middle School, located at 1819 
Thirty-fifth Street, N.W., Washington, D.C., in the Georgetown Historic District.  
Although the building is not an individually designated landmark structure, the 
school complex is located in the historic district.  DCPS, through its contracted 
architect, Einhorn Yaffee Prescott Architecture and Engineering PC, has made 
application for a construction permit to demolish the two level 1931-constructed 
gymnasium. 

 
2. When constructed, boys and girls took separate physical education classes.  The 

upper level usage was for boys, and included the gymnasium and physical fitness 
activities, including playing basketball, which activities necessitated a higher 
ceiling.  The lower level, which had a significantly lower ceiling, was dedicated to 
use by the female students.  Because the girls’ gymnasium ceiling was so low, 
regulation basketball and any other sport that necessitated the use of a high ceiling 
was effectively proscribed in that area. 

 
3. When the gymnasium was built, and to the best of the Mayor’s Agent’s 

knowledge, there were apparently few national standards for regulation size 
playing areas.  Consequently, the current playing area of the floor is 42 feet wide 
by 72 feet deep, with no safety buffer around the complete edge of the area.  As 
such, the current facility does not offer a playing court large enough to meet the 
established standards for competitive sports  Under current middle school 
gymnasium guidelines, the standard for a regulation size playing area is 50 feet 
wide, by 84 feet deep, plus a safety buffer around all sides of between eight (8) 
and 10 feet.  

 
4. The granting of this application will allow diversified playing activities to be held 

on a regulation size playing area, and also accommodate two separate classes to 
be conducted in the facility at the same time, using half court and partition 
options, which arrangement the current facility does not afford. 
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5. The lower level gymnasium, previously designated as the girls gym, has been 

removed from service, not only because of the low ceiling height, but also due to 
several unsuccessful attempts to stop consistent ground water seepage into the 
basement, which condition had buckled the wood floor, caused dampness and 
mildew, and created an unhealthy situation.  After several architectural 
assessments of the problem, it has been determined that the ground water problem 
cannot be corrected without digging out the foundation, which in essence is also a 
demolition of the current facility. 

 
6. Although the school carries a Thirty-fifth Street mailing address, which is the 

same side where the gymnasium is physically located, in actuality the gymnasium 
is located towards the back side of the building, and its removal and construction 
of a new facility on the same site, plus some inward expansion, will be relatively 
inconspicuous and minimally disruptive of the current 1928 neoclassical style 
original building.    The construction of this new facility will not affect the visual 
appearance of the school from the Wisconsin Avenue side, very little from the 
Thirty-fourth Street side, and minimally, except for architectural enhancements, 
from the Thirty-fifth Street site. 

 
7. Upon demolition and being newly reconstructed, the utilization of the two level 

space will provide for the following: a) help render this facility, both the 
gymnasium in particular and the entire building in general, far more user friendly, 
consistent with the SSES plans created for this facility;3 b) creation of entirely 
new additional spaces on the currently unusable lower level to accommodate - 
laundry facility, uniform storage, physical education equipment storage, choral 
practice and storage area, instrumental music practice and instrument storage area, 
physical fitness center, and mechanical storage; c) on the second level - a middle 
school regulation size gymnasium, in which two classes can be conducted 
simultaneously; d) the gymnasium and all of the additional new facilities will be 
level with the rest of the middle school building, thereby rendering the new 
facility ADA compliant, which it currently is not; and e) overall expansion of the 
building to increase the enrollment level from the current level of approximately 
400 students up to 550 students.4 

 
8. The demolition of the two level boys and girls gymnasium at the Hardy Middle 

School, located within the Georgetown Historic District, and replacement of the 
facility with a comprehensive two level, is consistent with the Act.  The end result 

                                                 
3 The Applicant’s overall plan also includes the construction of several classrooms, 
science facilities, and faculty areas on three levels on the opposite side of the building.   
However, that construction is not a part of this demolition/new construction application. 
4 The esteemed Filmore Arts Center, a DCPS-sponsored program in the arts, is housed 
within the Hardy building, and although that program in not a part of this application, 
approval by the Mayor’s Agent will help to render the entire building more user friendly. 
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will significantly retain and enhance the structure and cause it to be adapted for 
current use.. 

 
9. Approval of this application is necessary in the public interest as the 

improvements and expansion of the school’s facilities are needed to allow 
construction of a project of special merit having significant educational, cultural, 
social or other benefits to the District of Columbia and having a high priority for 
community services.   

 
10. Advisory Neighborhood Commission 2E, at its regularly scheduled meeting 

convened on October 1, 2002, voted in support of this application, which position 
is entitled to great weight. 

 
CONCLUSIONS OF LAW 

 
 Having considered the record herein, the objectives of the Act, and the positions 
concerning this application that have been taken by the HPRB, the Old Georgetown 
Board, the Commission of Fine Arts, and Advisory Neighborhood Commission 2E, the 
Mayor’s Agent makes the following Conclusions of Law: 
 

1. The demolition of the original two- level boys and girls gymnasium at the Hardy 
Middle School, located within the Georgetown Historic District, and replacement 
of the facility with a comprehensive new two-level gymnasium is consistent with 
D.C. Code, Sec. 6-1101(b)(1)(A) and (B), as the end result will significantly 
retain and enhance the structure and cause it to be adapted for current use, as well 
as assure that the alterations will be compatible with the character of the historic 
district. 

 
2. Approval of this application is necessary in the public interest in that the 

improvements and expansion of the school’s facilities are needed to allow 
construction of a project of special merit having significant educational, cultural, 
social or other benefits to the District of Columbia and having a high priority for 
community services.  See D.C. Code, Sec. 6-1102 (10) and (11). 

 
3. The official position taken by Advisory Neighborhood Commission 2E, in 

support of this application, is entitled to great weight. 
 

ORDER 
 

ACCORDINGLY, it is this 3rd day of February, 2003, 
 

ORDERED that application HPA #02-608, filed by the District of Columbia 
Public Schools, through Einhorn Yaffee Prescott Architecture and Engineering PC, agent, 
for demolition and new construction related to the gymnasium at the Hardy Middle 
School, located at 1819 Thirty-fifth Street, N.W., and a contributing building located in 
the Georgetown Historic District, is GRANTED, on the grounds that it is necessary in 
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the public interest as a project of special merit pursuant to and consistent with the 
requirements of D.C. Code, Secs. 6-1102(10), (11), 6-1104(e) and 6-1107(e); and it is 
 

FURTHER ORDERED that, pursuant to 10 DCMR Sec. 2523.4, this Order will 
take effect fifteen (15) days from the date of its service as evidenced by the following 
Certificate of Service pursuant to 10 DCMR, Sec. 2503.5(c). 
 
 
___________________________________ 
ROHULAMIN QUANDER 
Senior Administrative Judge, D.C., And 
Mayor’s Agent For Historic Preservation  
 

CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE 
 

I hereby certify that a true copy of the foregoing decision and order was served 
this 3rd day of February, 2003, by mailing a copy of the same via e-mail or U.S. Mail, 
postage prepaid, to the following: 
 
      By:  ______________________ 
              OEA Staff 
Copies: 
 
David Husson      Also via first class U.S. mail 
Property Manager, D.C. Public Schools 
Via e mail to:  david.husson@k12.dc.us 
 
Stephen A. Smith, site project manager  Also via first class U.S. mail 
Einhorn Yaffee Prescott Architecture and Engineering PC 
Via e mail to:  ssmith@eypae.com 
 
Andrew Altman, Director      
D.C. Office of Planning      
Via e mail to:  andrew.altman@dc.gov 
  
David J. Maloney, Acting Program Manager    
Historic Preservation Office      
via e mail to:  david.maloney@dc.gov 
 
Tersh Boasberg, Chair, 
The Historic Preservation Review Board    
via e mail to:  Tershboasberg@aol.com 
 
Bruce Brennan, Esquire      
Office of the Corporation Counsel     
via e mail to:  bruce.brennan@dc.gov 
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Chairperson, ANC 2E 
via e mail to:  anc2e@erols.com 
 
and 
 
Janette Anderson       
Associate Director for Technical Services             
Georgetown University Law Center Library 
via e mail to:  anderjan@law.georgetown.edu 
 


